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distances in the Polar Regions- It ought never to be attempted
again. The use of ponies or mules in the Antarctic may be practic-
able on a few routes already known; but it is not to be advised
for exploring the unknown. Dog teams give much better results,
but only with practised drivers. To my mind all experience
points to the use of mechanical transport in future, and the most
promising kinds appear to be air-tractor sledges and aeroplanes.
The pioneer work of Wilkins and Byrd shows that, given a base
which is safe for taking-offand for landing, photographic surveyors
should find no great difficulty in mapping the whole of Antarctica
in a few years. But when the mapping is complete much will
still remain to be done by surface parties studying the geology,
glaciology and such biological phenomena as may be found.
Ground parties should be conveyed to the scene of their investiga-
tions by air and kept in touch with the main base by wkeless
telephones and aeroplanes.
The exploration of Antarctica presents itself to me as a chal-
lenge to human intelligence rather than to physical strength. It
would be easy for a body like the Scott Polar Research Institute
at Cambridge to draw up the plan of an expedition which under
the guidance of an experienced enthusiast (several such men are
in sight at the present time) should achieve solid results without
suffering hardship. But it is absolutely essential that adequate
financial support is forthcoming in advance and without hampering
conditions. The want of money is the root of all evil in polar
research.
Very soon the need for exploring expeditions will disappear
as the map of the world grows complete ; but for ages to come
the sciences of meteorology and terrestrial magnetism will demand
continuous observations at fixed stations and over long periods
in the Pokr Regions, south and north, and there will be no lack
of able young men to take advantage of opportunities which
intelligence amongst men of wealth can provide. Whether there
is any economic value in the Antarctic lands there is not as yet
evidence to show. The Antarctic seas have already made many
fortunes, and it is pleasing to know that one of the whaling mag-
nates in Norway has devoted large sums of money to the creation
of a great polar museum and to the encouragement of research
in the Antarctic Regions. May one venture to hope that this
book may possibly light some British emulator to like endeavours ?
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